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Ts™E0 STATUTORY PERl OD PORREPLV ,S SET TO EXP.RE , MONTH(S) PROM 
THE IMAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION^^ , n n0 event , however , may a re P .y b e ti^iy r,,d 

. If the period for reply specfied above , less tnan m ny ^ ^ app|y and ^ exp're Sl x (6) ^ y s c § 133) 

" eaTneTpal^te^ adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

St situs 

1)H Responsive to communication^) filed on 1JJ^m2QQ0. 

■ • CK.A, 2b)H This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. ^ ^ prosecution as to the ments is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) m is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above cfaim(s) _ is/are withdrawn from considerate. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |2 Claim(s) m is/are rejected. 
7M-1 Claim's) _ is/are objected to. 

ClaMs) _ are subject to resMon a*d,or **. req— 
Application Papers 
9)DT hes P eci fi cation^ 

Applicant may not request that any obj disapproved by the Examiner. 

110 The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U appr 

0 f approved, corrected drawings are required in rep.y to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 laoWd) or (f). 

"s^Ac.no^le.grnem.ma.eo.ac^.or.or^pHo.y^er.SO.S.C.IIIWW 

a^AII b)D Some*c)D None of. 

1 * Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

3 n Copies of the certified copies of the priority ^<$^»T ^ 
3 ° ^cation from the International Bureaj jO^^tt received. 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the cert.fied p ^ apP Hcallon). 

14) D AcKnow.edg.ent is made of a Cairn for domestic ^T^^L re iied. 
a) D The trans.ation of the §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pn y 

Attachment(s) 
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3) H Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO^j^p^^^^ 



4) □ interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in- f|led jn the United states 

(1) an application for patent, published unde J n ff'°"^^ an international application filed under the 
before the invention by the appl.can for patent «« e pt that w™™^ 0 f a national application 
treaty defined in section 351 a ^^^,5^Xp^3LlB«tlng the UnKed States was 

pt,^^ 

(2) a patent granted on "^^yS^S deemed filed in the United 

the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

2. Claims 1-5 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ban e. al. (US 6,148,354) or 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by Sartore e. al. (US 6,012,103). 

a. Ban disdoses a portable memory device (device 46, see Fig. 5) having a USB 
connector 52 connected to a USB port of a computer 54, a nonvolatile memory 58, and 
a USB interface 56 coupled between the connector and the memory. 

Ban also discloses the memory device is portable, supported a plug and play 
function, USB connector is capable of separating while the computed power is on (col. 
5, II. 5-8), and having a housing (device 46) for the USB connector and the memory. 

b. Similarly, Sartore discloses a system with USB connector 76 connected to 
USB connector 66 of the host computer 52, a memory 74 (col. 5, II. 6-12), and an 
interface 72 for supporting plug and play function (col. 2, II. 48-68). 
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c. Method of claims 12 is necessitated by the device of Ban and Sartor, please 
note also a power on self test is an inherent function of computer system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

4. Claims 6-8 and 16-17, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) or (a) as 
anticipated by Ban or Sartor or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over Ban or Sartor in view of Fukuzumi et al. (US 6,079,01 9). 

~Ba7a^d Sartor both disclose the memory contain identification information which 
is verified by the host computer prior to permitting the memory device to be connected 
(Ban, col. 8, 1. 63 through col. 9, 1. 12 and Sartor, col. 4, 1. 24 through col. 5, 1. 24). 
Please note the identification information stored in the flash memory serve as password 
to verify an authorized user. In the alternative, Fukuzumi discloses it is well known for 
IC memory card to contain password? deciphered byjhecomput^ 
protection (col. 1, 1 64 through col. 2, 1. 1). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the identification information of Ban and Sartor with 
password for protection reasons as taught by Fukuzumi. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over in view of Ban 
and Sartor in view of Moreau (US 6,061,791). Ban and Sartor do not disclose the 
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rr^i-i — — — — in,orthe — 

„ Claims10and15arerejectedunder35U.S.C.103(a) 

7 ' . ,11 the claimed invention except 

.,„.«! 6 048 441). Ban and Sartor disclose all the claimed 
e, al. (US 6,048,4 ^ ^ ^ , ^ of 

mooting *e host computer. Shu( F g. g(modjfying the 
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Conclusion 

l Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1678. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
3900. 




Kim Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2182 
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February 20, 2003 



